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“I am overjoyed to find, on my return home 
fter four years of service in Europe, in 
France and in Czecho-Slovakia, that there is 
such an association as yours through which one 
can keep tn touch with these larger questions 
of the day, and through which one may hope 
to do one’s share toward spreading the prin- 
iples for which you stand.” E. P. 
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WORLD COURT 


MEXICO 


ILL the United States enter the Per- 

manent Court of International Jus- 
tice? The issue has been squarely joined. 
Harding, Hughes, Root and Hoover have 
all made strong appeals to the American 
people urging our adherence, all of them 
stressing certain fundamenta) points: 

(1) Adherence to the Court does not 
mean adherence to the League. 

(2) The protocol or treaty constituting 
the Court makes it a World Court and not 
a League Court. 

(3) No power can have more than one 
of its nationals in the Court (disposing of 
the “British six to one” argument). 

(4) The Court originated not in the 
League of Nations, but in a proposal of the 
United States at the first Hague Confer- 
ence of 1899. 

(5) Both self-respect and self-interest 
require that the United States should 
stand by its own policy and become a mem- 
ber of the Court. 

With these definite declarations of policy 
from the Administration leaders, the pros- 
pects for our entrance look more favorable. 
The opposition of certain Senators, who 
hoped to keep the President from pressing 
his proposal, is apparently dying down. Of 
course, the irreconcilables are still irrecon- 
cilable. Certainly Senator Borah’s atti- 
tude against the Court has not tended to 
increase his political stature. Many who 
have genuinely admired his stand on other 
issues are quite unable to see the consist- 
ency or logic of his present position. The 
New York World, which has many times 
come to his defense in the past, is at last 

4 driven to sarcasm and irony and flays him 
as a constitutional and habitual objector 
to everything as it is, and this is indicative 
of many other comments on his a 


OLLOWING the action of the United 

States and Mexico in announcing a joint 
commission for the settlement of disputes, 
the developments between the two ecoun- 
tries in the past week are such as to war- 
rant the optimism of those who feel that 
the day is fast approaching when the 
United States will formally recognize the 
Mexican government. 


A new petroleum law designed to satisfy 
objections raised by the foreign interests 
against Article XXVII was passed by the 
Mexican Chamber of Deputies on April 26 
by a vote of 169 to 2. Whether this stat- 
ute adequately guarantees oil companies 
against the confiscatory application of 
Article XXVII, the State Department of- 
ficials are as yet unwilling to say. 


The announcement was made on Apr?) 
28 that the call for deposit of bonds under 
the agreement signed last June by Adolfo 
de la Huerta, Mexican Minister of Finance, 
and the Internationa] Committee of Bank- 
ers, under the terms of which Mexico re- 
sumes payment of interest on her national 
and railroad debt of approximatelv $500,- 
000,000, would be issued at an early date. 
The agreement executed on June 16 last, 
was approved by the Mexican Congress 
September 29. The International Com- 
mittee of Bankers, who have been instru- 
mental in placing Mexican securities with 
investors, have so far only nominally repre- 
sented the bondholders. The issuance of 
the call for deposit of the bonds will test 
the question as to whether the plan agreed 
upon after months of negotiation can be 
successfully carried through. The response 
to the call will indicate whether bondhold- 
ers approve the work of the International 
Committee. It is generally expected in the 
financial district that the deposit of bonds 


es 


will proceed rapidly and the requisite 
amount will be achieved with little delay. 

The agreement reached by the Interna- 
tional Committee of Bankers 


(1) Provides for the payment of current 
interest on the debt, dated from Janu- 
ary 3, 1923. 

(2) Allocates special funds for this pur- 
pose, including specifically proceeds of 
the Mexican export tax on oil. 

(3) Contemplates the resumption of full 
interest on the debt after five years. 

(4) Establishes funds for the amortiza- 
tion over a period of years of back 
interest. 

(5) Provides for the assumption of the 
railroad debt by the government. 

(6) Returns the railroads of Mexico to pri- 
vate control. 

If and when the plan is declared opera- 
tive by the bondholders, cash payments 
on the debt will begin. 

Mexico defaulted on her bonded debt in- 
terest in 1914, which automatically de- 
clared her bankrupt. 

Calling for the deposit of the bonds is 
the last step but one towards having her 
again take her place among the solvent 
nations of the world. The final step, ex- 
pected about June 1, will be the formal 
approval of the Mexican debt agreement 
plan and the payment of approximately 
$2,000,000 interest to bondholders by the 
Mexican government. 

C. M. 
Truce in Ireland 
AMON DE VALERA has issued a proc- 
lamation that the Republican forces 

in Ireland would call a truce and offer a 

permanent abandonment of hostilities so 

long as the Republicans are allowed to take 
part in politics. Suspension of hostilities 

was made effective on Monday, April 30. 


International Auxiliary Language 

N Outline Course on the International 

Auxiliary Language Movement will 
be given at Miss Chapin’s School, 32 East 
57th Street, on Tuesday and Friday af- 
ternoons at 4:30, May 4, 8, 11, 15, 18 and 
22; and at the Intercollegiate Cosmopoli- 
tan Club, 2929 Broadway, (114th St.) 
Monday and Thursday evenings at 8:15, 
May 3, 7, 10, 14, 17 and 21. 

These lecture lessons will be given in 
Esperanto, and if there is sufficient de- 
mand, a course in Ido will be organized. 
Fee, $3.00. 

Address all communications to Miss 
Katharine M. Wilkinson, 41 Central Park 
West, New York City. 

This question is one of exceptional im- 
portance and interest at the present time, 
and is attracting the attention of an ever- 


growing group of students of interna- 
tional affairs. 
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N the final busy week of Lord Robert 
Cecil’s American tour, he delivered a 
lecture at Columbia University Monday 
afternoon and spoke at a dinner of St. 
George’s Society in the evening; on Tues- 
day, a second lecture at Columbia and a 
dinner of the American Bar Association in 
the evening. On Wednesday he addressed 
an open meeting in Symphony Hall, Boston, 
with every seat and every inch of standing 
room filled. This meeting was under the 
joint auspices of the Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation, the League of Nations Non-Parti- 
san Association, and the World Peace 
Foundation. Representing the F. P. A. on 
the committee on arrangements were 
Courtenay Crocker, John D. Pearmain and 
Mrs. Arthur G. Rotch. On Thursday morn. 
ing Lord Robert conducted chapel at Har- 
vard and returned to New York in time 
fur a dinner of the American Newspaper 
Publishers’ Association — probably the 
most important gathering of newspaper- 
men that could be brought together from 
all over the country. On Friday he lec- 
tured in the morning before the League 
for Political Education at the Town Hall, 
lunched with the Executive Committee of 
the Foreign Policy Association and re- 
viewed with them his impressions of his 
American trip, and addressed a dinner of 
the Economic Club at the Hotel Astor in 


the evening. The Boston meeting and the | 


two Friday meetings were broadcast. 


Has Lord Robert’s trip been successful? 
Perhaps the fairest answer to that is to 
quote from the anti-League New York 
Tribune of April 27, which said in part: 
aoe A His clear accounts of league activ- 
ity . . . have brought the league into or- 
dinary common-sense discussion again, and while 
the extreme Wilsonites and the extreme Johnson- 
ites still talk about it with the fervor and rancor 
of a holy war, the bulk of Americans are once 
more viewing it as they would regard any other 
world institution. They are conceding its suc- 


cesses and merits and appraising its defects and 


considering calmly how in the course of time it 
can be made to fit in with the peace-making ma- 
chinery of the Western world. Lapse of years 
made this burying of prejudice possible, and 
Lord Robert’s visit has brought the facts before 
American eyes. 

“It is greatly to be desired that the spirit and 
temper of Lord Robert should remain after he 
has departed. The problem before America and 
the world cannot be hastily solved. A period of 
natural growth and evolution must intervene and 
a creative labor of the first order must be ac- 
complished. For these months and years there 
must, above all, be open-mindedness and fair- 
ness, exactly the qualities which this most wel- 
come pleader in a great cause has displayed.” 


Lord Robert did not come over to con- 
vert American opinion. He came over to 
explain the League to those who desired 
to know about it, and to judge for himself 
the American attitude towards it. The 
above estimate of the success of his trip, 
from a newspaper hostile to his views, is 
perhaps the best answer to those who are 
asking, “Was it worth while?” 


> 


